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Role of Universities in Strengthening Health Systems in Low-Income Settings

For example, the Yale/Stanford Johnson & Johnson Physician
Scholars in International Health Program became a model for many
other programs focusing on building human capacity in low-resource
settings. This program offers opportunities for selected physicians and
physicians in training to become familiar with the social, political, and
medical challenges to improving the health of individuals and populations in resource-poor environments. This program embraces
“twinning,” a means of building institutional capacity by building
human capacity through long-term, two-way partnerships with institutions in low-resource settings. This type of partnership is identified as a proven strategy for improving health worker education and
training, according to the Task Force for Scaling Up Education and
Training for Health Workers; this program aspires to what others
describe as interdependent, transformative learning.
There is also a growing consensus among NGOs, funders, and
governments that leadership and management (L&M) development
for health professionals is critical to improving the efficiency and
effectiveness of health systems. Current models of L&M involve
business school faculty designing and delivering classroom as well as
distance learning around standard leadership and management topics
often including work with case studies. Leadership and management
development is increasingly seen as a quantifiable means to
improving health care access and delivery as well as improving patient
care. A recent study by McKinsey and the London School of Economics demonstrated statistically significant changes in health care
delivery, patient care and patient outcomes in hospitals in the United
States and the United Kingdom attributable to L&M training and
development.
The session will also address issues around measuring the
effectiveness of these partnerships. In the case of the Johnson &
Johnson leadership and development program portfolio, we arrived at
a set of agreed-on indicators for the majority of global programs.
Recent research in Kenya, for example, points to promising evidence
of the positive effects of leadership and management training in
strengthening health systems. These models and others will be discussed by representatives from Yale University, UCLA, and the
Global Business School Network.
Structure/Method/Design: Panel
Results (Scientific Abstract)/Collaborative Partners (Programmatic Abstract): Global Business School Network
Yale University
UCLA
Summary/Conclusion: Measurement challenges will be discussed
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Background: Limpopo province, with a population of approximately 5.2 million residents, is the northernmost province in South
Africa. The residents of this rural province are challenged by poverty,
limited availability of clean water, and poor access to health care
related to chronic diseases such as diabetes and hypertension. The
incidence of diabetes and hypertension are increasing in South Africa. A unique tripartite collaboration between the University of
Virginia (UVA), the Department of Health in the Limpopo province

(Vhembe Health District), and the University of Venda (UNIVEN)
was developed in 2012. The Health District developed a list of five
priority areas in which they sought collaboration with the UVA and
UNIVEN, including health promotion for chronic illnesses. The
health district relies heavily on the CHWS for education and handson care and therefore, the Vhembe health district wanted to address
the health promotion needs by training community health workers
(CHWS) on diabetes and hypertension.
Structure/Method/Design: An interprofessional team of medical,
nursing, and public health students designed and implemented a 2day training for the community health workers (CHWs) in two rural
clinics. Using teaching strategies such as story boarding, live
demonstration, role play, small-group work, and clinical narratives
knowledge and skills related to diabetes management and hypertension were taught. Sixty CHWs completed the trainings.
Results (Scientific Abstract)/Collaborative Partners (Programmatic Abstract): University of Virginia, Charlottesville, Virginia, the
Department of Health in the Limpopo province (Vhembe Health
District), and the University of Venda, Thohoyoundo, Limpopo
Province.
Summary/Conclusion: Across all training, 94% of participants felt
better able to help their patients as a result of the training, 93% noted
that they could use the information they learned in their daily work,
and 76% reported that what they learned would change their practice.
As an outcome of the workshop, a training manual for hypertension
and diabetes management is now available for use across the health
district. Future research studies will evaluate the effects of the training
on health outcomes at the individual and community levels.
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Background: Faculty turnover affects both workers and the organizations. Turnover of faculty and researchers is alarmingly increasing
and costing the universities and the country at large. Fast turnover of
health professionals from the health system and academic institutions
has received substantial attention from both academia and healthsector managers recently. This paper calculates the faculty turn-over
rate at the College of Health Sciences of Addis Ababa University
during the period from September 1991 to August 2011.
Structure/Method/Design: The study was conducted at the College
of Health Sciences, Addis Ababa University. Retrospective analysis of
employee records was done. All records of the faculty that were
working in the College during the 20-year period, from September
1991 to August 2011 were retrospectively reviewed. Data were
collected from the employee records accessed from the College’s
human resources database and supplemented by payroll sheets and
different reports. A structured checklist was used to extract the
required data from the database. The crude turnover rate for academic faculty was calculated.
Results (Scientific Abstract)/Collaborative Partners (Programmatic Abstract): Within the 20-year period from September 1991 to
August 2011, a total of 120 faculty members have left out the College.
The overall turnover rate was 92.8%. The rate in the [last] 5 years
(172%) was 8.5 times higher than the rate for first 5 years (20%). The

